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shifted	 the	 way	 which	many	 researchers	 operate.	 The	 departure	 from	 the	 norm	 of	 research	
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1.	 Discussion	 on	 Helmeted	
hornbill	 forensic	 project	 in	
Sarawak	 between	 University	
of	 Hong	 Kong,	 Malaysian	
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EVENTS	
4.	"Research	in	natural	sciences"	























3.	 "Birds	 of	 the	 East	 Coast"	
organized	 in	 conjunction	 with	























5.	 “World	 Turtle	 Day	 Open	
House:	 Session	 3”	 moderated	
by	 Dr	 Nicholas	 Pilcher.	 Date:	























moderated	 by	 Siva	 Prakash.	




























David	 Perera.	 Date:	 June	























Sambutan	 Hari	 Penyu	 Sedunia	 2020:	
S e s i	 K e d u a :	 C a b a r a n	 d a l am	
















9 . 	 “ R I E C 	 R e s e a r c h	
Enhancement	 Se r ie s :	 A	
commercialization	 success	
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EVENTS	
1 0 . 	 “ R I E C 	 R e s e a r c h	
Enhancement	Series:	Building	
a	 s cho l a r l y -p roduc t i ve	
research	 group”	 by	 Prof.	
Datuk	 Ts	 Dr	 Ahmad	 Fauzi	






















1 1 . 	 “ R I E C 	 R e s e a r c h	
Enhancement	 Series:	 Writing	
a	 wining	 research	 proposal”	
by	Prof.	Dr	Uda	Hashim.	Date:	




















12.	 “Should	 Indigenous	 People	 be	
allowed	 to	 hunt	wildlife”	moderated	 by	





















1 3 .	 “ C l im a t e	 c h a n g e	
adaptation	 and	 mitigation	
fo r	 l o ca l	 commun i t y”	
moderated	 by	 Assoc.	 Prof.	






















1 4 . 	 “ T h e 	 e c o l o g y 	 a n d	
conservation	status	of	Sun	bear	in	





















15.	 “IBEC	 postgraduate	 proposal	















































































is	 central	 for	diversification	of	 freshwater	 fish	 in	Southeast	Asia	as	 result	of	geological	events,	
stable	 climate	 and	 biotic	 interrelation.	 A	 total	 of	 111	 species	 have	 been	 described	 between	
1842–1860	 by	 Pieter	 Bleeker	 (a	 well-known	 medical	 doctor	 and	 ichthyologist	 from	 the	
Netherlands	based	in	Batavia	[present	day	Jakarta]),	the	number	of	species	of	freshwater	fish	in	
Borneo	 is	 now	 expected	 to	 be	 more	 than	 450	 considering	 an	 accelerated	 rate	 of	 species	
discovery	 in	the	past	20	years.	 In	particular,	species	richness	of	freshwater	fish	from	the	three	
political	 boundaries	 in	 Borneo	 (Sabah	 and	 Sarawak	 of	 Malaysia,	 Brunei	 Darussalam,	 and	
Kalimantan	 [comprising	 four	 major	 provinces]	 of	 Indonesia)	 is	 far	 from	 conclusive	 but	
numerically	being	expected	around	166,	260,	125	and	330,	respectively.	Some	old	descriptions	
still	 require	 taxonomic	 revision	and	verification	of	 type	 locality,	 the	 information	among	which	
are	necessary	for	accurate	species	inventory	and	conservation.	Here,	we	briefly	present	recent	
findings	 of	 taxonomic	works	 on	 freshwater	 fish	 in	 Sarawak,	 a	 continuous	 collaboration	 effort	







years	 ago.	 Typhlachirus	 was	 thought	 to	 be	 monospecific	 until	 Evseenko	 &	 Bolshakov	 (2018)	
revised	 the	 genus	 and	 showed	 three	 species,	 namely	T.	 caecus	 known	 from	Central	 Sumatra,	
and	T.	elongatus	known	from	the	Mekong	Delta	in	Vietnam.	The	absence	of	eyes	indicates	that	




From	an	expedition	 to	Sarawak	around	1865,	Marquis	Giacomo	Doria,	a	noble	man	 from	 Italy	




in	 Kuching	 and	 Serian	 between	 early	 1980s	 and	 2017	 resulted	 a	 total	 of	 15	 fresh	 specimens	
preserved.	In	addition,	field	survey	to	its	habitat	permits	for	detailed	descriptions	of	its	ecology,	









Back	 in	 late	1980s,	Allan	Brown	and	his	 spouse,	Barbara	Brown	conducted	a	 survey	on	 family	
Belontiidae	(presently	valid	as	Osphronemidae)	at	accessible	freshwater	habitats	along	3000	km	
stretch	from	Miri	to	Lundu,	Sarawak.	One	of	the	labyrinth	fish	that	they	could	not	identify	was	a	
Licorice	 Gourami,	 Parosphromenus	 species,	 caught	 from	 Sungei	 Stunggang	 in	 Lundu.	 No	
specimen	 was	 preserved,	 and	 the	 identity	 of	 the	 fish	 remained	 unknown	 for	 a	 long	 time.	
Between	 September	 1996	 and	March	 2010,	 a	 series	 of	 revisits	 to	 the	 site	 was	made	 by	 the	
second	 author	 and	 his	 counterparts	 from	 Sarawak,	 with	 a	 total	 of	 31	 fresh	 specimens	 were	
preserved.	The	fresh	specimens	allowed	for	detailed	examination	and	comparison	with	species	
within	 the	 genus,	 which	 conclude	 the	 labyrinth	 fish	 from	 Sg.	 Stunggang	 as	 new	 species,	 P.	
barbarae,	 named	 after	 Barbara	 Brown	 (Figure	 C).	 Unfortunately,	 a	 recent	 survey	 to	 the	 type	
locality	 in	March	 2020	 by	 the	 first	 author	 found	 no	 further	 specimens	 from	 the	 habitat.	 The	
absence	of	the	fish	from	the	type	locality	might	have	been	due	to	polluted	water	from	land	use	
activities	(Figure	F).	The	continue	existence	of	the	fish	at	the	type	locality	 is	 in	question,	while	





Note:	 Our	 research	 activities	 are	 partly	 funded	 by	 grant	 from	Malaysian	 Palm	Oil	 Board.	 The	
second	author	is	an	Honorary	Research	Associate	of	Institute	of	Biodiversity	and	Environmental	
Conservation.		
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under	 the	 leadership	of	Prof.	Dr	Lo	May	Chiun,	Research	 Innovation	and	Enterprise	Centre,	 to	








including,	Gunung	Mulu	National	 Park,	 Lambir	Hills	National	 Park	 and	 Piasau	Nature	 Reserve.	
IBEC	 Research	 Associate,	 Chien	 C.	 Lee	 joined	 the	 team	 in	 the	 expedition	 to	 Gunung	 Mulu,	






































attention	 in	 the	 international	market	 the	 same	way	as	 the	 common	Durian.	 In	 this	 study,	 the	
floral	biology	of	two	other	edible	Durio	species,	namely	D.	graveolens	and	D.	kutejensis,	as	well	
as	 a	 close	ally	of	Durio	 that	does	not	produce	edible	 fruit	Boschia	griffithii	were	 investigated.	
This	study	will	present	results	on	the	floral	biology,	breeding	mechanisms	and	floral	visitors	of	






























	Morphologically	 similar	 and	 closely-related	 species	 living	 in	 sympatry	 tend	 to	 have	high	niche	
overlap,	 by	 differing	 in	 one	 or	 more	 aspects	 of	 their	 ecology.	 This	 is	 assumed	 to	 reduce	







these	 syntopic	 species	 of	Gonocephalus	 partition	 spatially	 and	 trophically,	 via	 examining	 their	


































other	 related	 processes	 may	 be	 potential	 drivers	 of	 their	 endangerment	 and	 decline.	 The	
primary	 research	 question	 of	my	 study	 is	whether	 differences	 in	 habitat	 use,	movement	 and	
thermoregulatory	 behaviour	 exist	within	 a	 species	 demonstrating	 extreme	 sexual	 dimorphism	
(females	being	over	twice	the	mass	of	males).	The	target	species	in	this	research	is	the	Bornean	
Keeled	Pit	Viper,	Tropidolaemus	subannulatus,	a	common	Bornean	snake	of	medical	importance.	
This	 study	 is	 being	 conducted	 in	 Kubah	National	 Park,	 Sarawak,	 and	 employs	 radio-telemetry	
techniques,	 with	 temperature-sensitive	 transmitter	 surgically	 implanted	 in	 the	 snake’s	 body	
cavity.	By	tracking	them	in	the	field,	I	hope	to	answer	questions	on	these	critical	aspects	of	the	



































Natural	habitats	have	been	 lost	or	degraded,	which	may	 lead	to	 local	extinction	and	 loss	of	ecosystem	
services	 that	 wildlife	 provided	 to	 the	 nature.	 Frequency	 of	 contact	 between	 wildlife	 and	 human	 also	
increased	leading	to	higher	risk	of	zoonotic	diseases	transmission,	including	through	ectoparasites	carried	
by	 rodents.	 Some	 of	 these	 rodent-associated	 ectoparasites	 particularly	 ticks,	 chiggers	 and	 fleas,	 are	
vectors	of	zoonotic	diseases	and	can	cause	death	to	human.	Therefore,	this	research	was	carried	out	to	
determine	 ectoparasite	 diversity	 and	 infestation	 rate	 on	 rodents	 and	 treeshrews	 trapped	 in	 forest,	 oil	
palm	plantations,	villages	and	urban	areas.	 	This	research	showed	that	conversion	of	forest	 into	village	
and	 urban	 area	 resulted	 in	 the	 disappearance	 of	 four	 treeshrew	 and	 three	 squirrel	 species.	 However,	
synanthropic	rodents,	such	as	Rattus	rattus	(House	Rat)	adapted	well	to	living	in	human-altered	habitats	
recording	high	trapping	success	of	5.4%	and	5.8%	in	villages	and	urban	areas,	respectively.	It	is	a	host	that	
is	 parasitized	 by	 multiple	 species	 of	 ectoparasites	 (17	 species)	 with	 high	 parasite	 load	 (5128	
ectoparasites)	 comprising	mainly	mesostigmata	mites	 (Laelaps	 spp.,	 1173	 individuals)	 and	 trombiculid	
mites	 (Chigger	 spp.,	 3181	 individuals).	 These	 ectoparasites	 are	 reported	 to	 bite	 human	 causing	 skin	
irritation	and	are	also	the	primary	vectors	of	scrub	typhus	 in	Asia-Pacific	Region.	 	The	high	density	and	


























1.  Awang	Khairul	 Ikhwan	&	Das,	 I.	 (2020).	Geographic	distribution.	Lycodon	capucinus	 (Common	wolf	 snake).	
Herpetological	Review	51(2):	274-275.	




3.  Kartini	 S.,	 Boyce,	 P.C.	 &	 Wong	 S.Y.	 (2020).	 Studies	 on	 Schismatoglottideae	 (Araceae)	 of	 Borneo	 LXIX:	
Schismatoglottis	 imbakensis,	 a	 new	 species	 of	 the	 Patentinervia	 Complex	 from	 ultramafic	 rocks,	 Sabah.	
Webbia.	75(1):	105-110.	
4.  Leong	 S.S.,	 Samuel	 L.	&	Chia,	H.	 C.	 (2020).	 Antibiotic	 resistance	 and	 virulence	 genes	 detection	 among	 the	








7.  Nawani,	 S.,	 Das,	 A.	 &	 Das,	 I.	 (2020).	 A	 new	 item	 in	 the	 diet	 of	 the	 Kashmir	 Rock	 Agama	 (Laudakia	
tuberculata).	IRCF	Reptiles	and	Amphibians	Journal	27(2).	









11.  Wong	 S.Y.	 &	 Boyce,	 P.C.	 (2020).	 Studies	 on	 the	 Alocasia	 Schott	 (Araceae)	 of	 Borneo	 III:	 Alocasia	
puncakborneensis,	a	new	species	belonging	to	the	Princeps	Complex.	Webbia.	75(1):	111-115.	




ornamental	 species	 of	 Homalomena	 [Punctulata	 Clade]	 from	 Triassic-Jurassic	 karst	 formations	 in	 SW	
Sarawak.	Phytotaxa.	455	(3):	214–220.	
14.  Wong	 S.Y.,	 Boyce,	 P.C.	 &	 Hay,	 A.	 (2020).	 Studies	 on	 Homalomeneae	 (Araceae)	 of	 Sumatera	 VI:	 Two	
remarkable	new	species	of	Homalomena	[Chamaecladon	Clade].	Webbia.	75(1):	117-122.	




IBEC	Bulletin 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Page	13	
PUBLICATIONS	
